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Deer Jonnj. 


Suddenly my mail(or at least whet reaches me) is prompt*- Yours dated 9/9 ! 

this a.m., thtt dated 9/3 spent three days in your pocket, for it was postmarked 9/6 ' 

and arrived yesterday, when-I began to answer it end now cannot find what I then’ wrote.- 

. Yftur reactions to separation from your family, I think, get me, for I have ] 
unaccountably been edgier than I remember since tten. I suppose my decision to really ; 
stop smoking and other things. contribute, "but I’ve got the mental phakes and my body | 
resonates to them! There have been a few problem othe rwi so, too, like the kitchen 
work not getting done in the new house until I got a lawyer after the cabinetierg, j 
who now guarantees performance by end. 9/11/ My need to go up there this p.m. inspires j 
haste and what forums may be' bpaivity, . - . ,, * ] 

. r ,' .IV" ^ 'V ~ • - 7 "V'i 77 

i - v i.;- -Hal. Verb phoned me last night alnd says, you have peoples of the : gal&eys of the ^ 
NiOr book;' etc and many other surprisipg.tthings. He did a fantastically successful A 
p*r, Job; for,. me last time I wa a;; out (^Cnnly time we’ve met)V J 

It is so there wodld be time fbr suoh breaks at you’ve arranged with^ ‘ I 

Grimsby that I had planned three days in BF. I think there will not be current spot j 

interest requiring that much time,. If I know in advance, I always am able to 
arranges something exclusive for eaoh* 1*11 have something photographic for 
Grimspy, and fresh, as I did for that station last time when they aired me on^thehr I 
early a. m. show, Vefy good, and thanks. o 7 .-..-._ 

Of course, if I just rush down to N.O. snd take staged pictures, it will 
look as you say. However, the back cover already has such a picture, taken in his 
office ^/2/67, I think I’ll heve a press conference there, end I’d be* surprised if 
he didn t have the curiosity kto blunder in, when, if he’d like the hdok, which by tten 
will be'in the mail anyway, I’d give him. E© actuelly want me to stay there snd works 
for a couple of weeks. 

■ -^ : ' A I djubt if Jim can come out and say whet you’d likB, However >v? .apme q fit . , . 
that is saidbyhis writing the foreword, which also puts his naine onbthe . covers 77 - ■ 

I have another idea of how to; arrange, the; other r like by asking why some of the" — ’ 

former assistant counsel do not debate ms. Liebaler, for instance. There are other, 
legitimate ways of accomplishing the seme thing, I think. I also think the first 
date of the Shaw trial is at least a month off* 


It seems to me that what happens during the case may be as important as j 

the decision. I can conceive of Garrison loosing the case on a technicality and i 

having a big victory on the fact of 'the fiese. To he, the evidence he gets in is 
what is moat important, next, the play it gets. Should fce, as you ©u^t it, "blow" his j 
case, without doubt the effect on all on the sameside would be beds^TO ration me. But 
I do not believe he will. If you actually have the galleys . by now, you should have a i 
pretty good idee of what I have, and that is fairly persuasive, I t hink . This, of j 

course, is one of the reasons I wanted the appendix in the same book* ^jjbse pages 
of documentation sre impressive. However, once you see the galleys* or the book, I think 
you will understand that I was making no real sacrifice in following principle, that 
what 1 independently had is one hdluva investigative report entire^ my^own. This made 
it easy to follow the procedure I did, asking not what he had bht what did he have that 

I would help with, or where I might have some dovetailing knowledge. $he net effect 

of this preserves the integrity we each have. But it also is why I do not know what he 

has dug up that I haven’t. I think very little more than ia in thd hook will dox It. 




If I’m more than usually disjointed and the typing is lousier, it is because 
a combination of things has been working on me, climating with a sore tongue just when j 
I’ve stopped my heavy cigar smoking. I was down to two a day from SO when a cigarette- j 

smoking guest arritWd. U n tii last night I was back on them. I’ve been 16 hra without a j 

pff and I’m wondering if one would ease me off enoggh to be worth it or Aether' the * 
real way is to bull it through, just stopping. Period. 1 

I think what Marguerite Oswald was referring to it either a pidture k» j 

she has and I do not or something she sees in Alt, rails that I do not. j 


The mentions of CBS andCapitol I also note snd will wait. I’d like ycur 
opinion on what I did with CBS, which rrquires introduction and oohnlusions. Hal is 
favorably impressed with it. It can be part of a brief to FBTC. I think first it should 
go to CBS lawyers, who have been silent, maybe to Salant, who might just be unaware 
and who would then not be able to aay he was thereafter. I’ll befcin Phi la . 9/19 
and probe bly part of all of 20, and I mey be able to see a CBS vp, wht manages a 
station there. 


v'j 
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in reading the letter to O’G, M and' N, 4 ! am waiting to hear from John on 
the Dell end. When I was in NY we brought to a, head some things he had done nothing 
about ,in the presence of Gallon, who ia a lawyer snd was Dell’a general counsel. He 
thinks ha knows how we can get an accurate count. The deal la John was to apeak to 
those he has been dealing with bn^a blunt tosis^Either thel strai^ten ^ 
guide right, with the dollar signand to tht^decimer^^ poi^t, or we sue, ahd if w e sue 
we include damages. Decking any contrary indication or informatiob', D-pireeume ffofen 
is doing this. 'V ... 

• ■ ... ;J A .. • - - r - 

I n6te in this letter, re Bankcard, what may have haooened at CBS, I doubt 
if it did at -^P. I'm more inclined to think this is what happened at NBC. 



Re: end page 2: there is a statute of limitations. I have done nothing to now . 
because I have but ao much time-stretching capacity, end it is weakening, and because 
of the subject matter. Others are changing the level on the latter beyond my capacity 
to control, ^ou should, I suggest, think of this also in terms of the movie end - 

would it be good or bad for that - for, although that mey at the moment be not ] 

encouraging, I think it in the end is most likely of coming to son® thing. 

I wish I though that when I’m out there we'll have lota of time to just J 

ramble, for there are a number of things with which I have no connection that I -.think | 

could intreat you. There is no time for writing. I have the research d one for the moat j 
unusual civil-righta-r ace case of years, but had to lay it aside. You might be able to 
do something with it - a nonfiction movie onxthe hottest domestic subject? Things 
like that (and hoy does this one have the eex potential -dinical, that is*). * 


The last twd days work has net gone well. I’ve written an appreciable part 
ofnthe text of the caning book, hut reading it, the way I feel and the mood I’m in, 
is not fhn and not as good as it could be. I’ll have to slog again. It is about 
dealine if I’m to make the mail, which is always fast going out Saturdays. 


Until I hear from ^olrp there is not much more I can say right now. I'd like 
to get* my mind free* so I can do some thinking, but it is concentrated on getting 
this next writing done. I’m almost tempted to travel on the coming trip by train so I 
can write while I’m doing it, betweem stops. If we could line up a speaking tour say 
next ye^r, I think that by udng train I could get sane writing done. Never tried it, 


The Popkin piece I told you about sfter I spoke to %yer snd a fellow I know 
in NY is now out. NYReview, Not sold Frederick. If you see, latch on. Probably only 
reading it will tell me how much of my stuff he has picked up down there (about which 
I can do nothing). I expect the old technique, mentioning my work as his or without 
credit, Se'll probably write fevorahls of Garrison, though, ^est, Sal. 


